
EIGHTH DAV 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 1997 

PROCEEDINGS 

The Senate met at 10:00 a.m. pursuant to adjournment and was called 
to order by the President. 

The roll was called and the following Senators were present: 
Armbrister, Barrientos, Bivins, Brown, Cain, Carona, Duncan, Ellis, Fraser, 
Gallegos, Galloway, Harris, Haywood, Lindsay, Lucio, Luna, Madia, 
Moncrief, Nelson, Nixon, Patterson, Ratliff, Shapiro, Shapleigh, Sibley, 
Truan, Wentworth, West, Whitmire, Zaffirini. 

To be elected: District 5. 

The President announced that a quorum of the Senate was present. 

The Reverend Frank Walker, retired Presbyterian minister, Taylor, 
offered the invocation as follows: 

Father, a part of Your family is gathered in this chamber-many 
are Your sons and daughters. They have chosen to begin their work 
with prayer. Father, honor that choice with Your presence. 

Remind us who we are, how much we need Your grace. Keep us 
in a right relationship with You and each other. Enable us to serve 
You, the people we represent, and that which is best for all. God bless 
this Senate this day. Amen. 

On motion of Senator Truan and by unanimous consent, the reading of 
the Journal of the proceedings of yesterday was dispensed with and the 
Journal was approved. 

CO-AUTHOR OF SENATE BILL 76 

On motion of Senator Haywood and by unanimous consent, 
Senator Ellis will be shown as Co-author of SB 76. 

CO-AUTHOR OF SENATE BILL 273 

On motion of Senator Zaffirini and by unanimous consent, 
Senator Ellis will be shown as Co-author of SB 273. 

SENATE BILLS AND RESOLUTION ON FIRST READING 

The following bills and resolution were introduced, read first time, and 
referred to the committees indicated: 

SB 284 by Whitmire 
Relating to a driver education course conducted by a parent or guardian of the 
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student driver. 
To Committee on State Affairs. 

SB 285 by Shapiro 
Relating to the disposition of beneficial interests in life insurance. 
To Committee on Jurisprudence. 

SB 286 by Harris 
Relating to the creation of additional judicial districts composed of 
Tarrant County. 
To Committee on Finance. 

SB 287 by Haywood 
Relating to the appeal of an interlocutory order to certify or refuse to certify 
a class action. 
To Committee on Jurisprudence. 

SB 288 by Galloway 
Relating to fees paid by certain registered professional engineers. 
To Committee on Finance. 

SB 289 by Nelson 
Relating to the provision of health care to an inmate confined in the 
institutional division of the Texas Department of Criminal Justice. 
To Committee on Finance. 

SB 290 by Zaffirini, Ellis, West 
Relating to electronic assistance provided by the Health and Human 
Services Commission. 
To Committee on International Relations, Trade, and Technology. 

SB 291 by Patterson 
Relating to the regulation of orthotists and prosthetists; providing 
a civil penalty. 
To Committee on State Affairs. 

SB 292 by Carona 
Relating to the period for early voting by personal appearance. 
To Committee on State Affairs. 

SB 293 by Carona 
Relating to the authority of a municipality to create an industrial development 
corporation and to levy a sales and use tax to carry out the projects of 
the corporation. 
To Committee on Economic Development. 

SB 294 by Sibley, Shapleigh 
Relating to a study project involving the use of computer networks in 
public schools. 
To Committee on International Relations, Trade, and Technology. 

SB 295 by Sibley 
Relating to the evaluation and improvement of remedial academic programs 
in public institutions of higher education. 
To Committee on Education. 
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SB 296 by Sibley 
Relating to providing a uniform undergraduate admission application form 
for four-year public institutions of higher education. 
To Committee on Education. 

SB 297 by Ratliff, Bivins 
Relating to the technology allotment under the foundation school program. 
To Committee on Finance. 

SB 298 by Ratliff 
Relating to juvenile court detention orders. 
To Committee on Criminal Justice. 

SB 299 by Ratliff 
Relating lo the date for a hearing on an application for a protective order. 
To Committee on Criminal Justice. 

SB 300 by Gallegos 
Relating to complaints against peace officers and fire fighters. 
To Committee on Intergovernmental Relations. 

SB 301 by Gallegos 
Relating to complaints against peace officers and firefighters, including the 
use of a polygraph examination in response to a complaint against 
certain peace officers. 
To Committee on Intergovernmental Relations. 

SJR 18 by Galloway 
Proposing a constitutional amendment to limit the time that a person may 
serve in legislative office or in a statewide elective executive office. 
To Committee on State Affairs. 

GUEST PRESENTED 

The President introduced to the Senate Chancellor of the University of 
Houston and former Lieutenant Governor William P. Hobby. 

The Senate welcomed Chancellor Hobby. 

MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR 

The following Message from the Governor was read and was referred 
to the Committee on Nominations: 

Austin, Texas 
January 28, 1997 

TO THE SENATE OF THE SEVENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE, 
REGULAR SESSION: 

I ask the advice, consent and confirmation of the Senate with respect 
to the following appointments: 

TO BE MEMBERS OF THE TEXAS AGRICULTURAL FINANCE 
AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS for terms to expire 
January 1, 1999: 
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JUDGE DEBORAH HERBER 
1017 Oakridge 
Pleasanton, Texas 78064 

DICKIE G. GERIES 
#3 Lost Oaks 
Uvalde, Texas 78801 

MARK W. JONES 
P.O. Box 185 
Menard, Texas 76859 

CHARLES EUGENE LEGG 
508 Cherry 
Dumas, Texas 79029 

All of the above are being reappointed. 

Appointed March 26, 1996, to be Presiding Judge of the Second 
Administrative Judicial Region for a term to expire four years from date 
of qualification: 

JUDGE OLEN UNDERWOOD 
1 Hilo Lane 
Conroe, Texas 77303 

Appointed April 30, 1996, to be Presiding Judge of the Fourth 
Administrative Judicial Region for a term to expire four years from date 
of qualification: 

JUDGE DA YID PEEPLES 
335 Rockhill 
San Antonio, Texas 78209 

Respectfully submitted, 

ls/George W. Bush 
Governor of Texas 

BILL AND RESOLUTIONS SIGNED 

The President announced the signing of the following enrolled bill and 
resolutions in the presence of the Senate after the caption had been read: 

SB 97, SCR 4, SCR 7, HCR 28 

CAPITOL PHYSICIAN 

The "Doctor for the Day," Dr. Eduardo Jose Sanchez of Austin, was 
introduced to the Senate by Senator Barrientos. 

The Senate expressed appreciation and gratitude to Dr. Sanchez for 
participating in the "Capitol Physician" program sponsored by the Texas 
Academy of Family Physicians. 

ESCORT COMMITEE APPOINTED 

The President appointed the following committee to escort the 
Governor: Senators Armbrister, Chair; Bivins, Brown, Ratliff, and Shapiro. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 64 

Senator Barrientos offered the following resolution: 
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SR 64, Congratulating the Texas Association of Mexican American 
Chambers of Commerce. 

The resolution was again read. 

The resolution was previously adopted on Monday, January 27, 1997. 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

Senator Madia submitted the following report from the Committee 
on Nominations: 

TO THE SENATE OF THE SEVENTY-FIFTH LEGISLATURE: 

We, your Committee on Nominations, to which was referred the 
following appointments, have had same under consideration and report 
them back to the Senate with a recommendation that they be confirmed. 

To be Members of the FINANCE COMMISSION OF TEXAS: 
Wilburn D. Hilton, Jr., Chair, Hunt County; Marlene Martin, Bexar County; 
Manuel John Mehos, Harris County; Victor "Buddy" Puente, Jr., 
Tarrant County. • 

To be Members of the PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS: 
Patrick Henry Wood III, Chair, Travis County; Judy W. Walsh, 
Kendall County. 

To be Members of the TEXAS ANIMAL HEALTH COMMISSION: 
R. A. 11 Rob" Brown, Jr., Chair, Throckmorton County; Donald L. Berend, 
Wichita County; H .. Tevis Herd, Midland County; Joe Wayne 
Templeton, Ph.D., Brazos County. 

To be Members of the CHILDREN'S TRUST FUND OF TEXAS 
COUNCIL: Patricia Aguayo, El Paso County; Anne C. Crews, Dallas 
County; Juan M. Parra, M.D., Bexar County; Peggy B. Smith, Ph.D., 
Harris County. 

To be Members of the TEXAS STATE BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF 
DIETITIANS: Ethelind S. Gibson, Nacogodoches County; Patricia Mayers 
Krug, Bexar County; Dorothy M. Shafer, Gillespie County. 

To be Members of the FIRE FIGHTERS' RELIEF AND RETIREMENT 
FUND BOARD OF TRUSTEES: Robert Joe Rice, Chair, Randall County; 
Weir Labatt, Bexar County; Paul V. Loeffler, Brewster County; 
Francisco R. Torres, Willacy County. 

To be Members of the TEXAS STATE LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES 
COMMISSION: Carolyn P. Armstrong, Bexar County; Sandy Melton, 
Dallas County; Sandra Pickett, Liberty County. 

GUESTS PRESENTED 

Senator Zaffirini was recognized and introduced to the Senate County 
Judges Charles Johnson of Dimmit County and Jimmy Patterson of 
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La Salle County. She also introduced her sister Celita Borchers and 
nephew Anthony Zaffirini of Laredo. 

The Senate welcomed its guests. 

GUESTS PRESENTED 

Senator Galloway was recognized and introduced to the Senate 
Dr. Kenneth Perkins and his children Megan and Matlock of Conroe. 

The Senate welcomed its guests. 

GUEST PRESENTED 

The President introduced to the Senate Mrs. Betty Bivins, mother of 
Senator Bivins. 

The Senate welcomed Mrs. Bivins. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN 

On motion of Senator Truan and by unanimous consent, the Senate 
at 10: 19 a.m. agreed to adjourn, upon the conclusion of the Joint Session, 
until 12:00 noon tomorrow. 

RECESS 

On motion of Senator Truan and by unanimous consent, the Senate 
at 10:20 a.m. recessed until 11:00 a.m. today. 

AFTER RECESS 

JOINT SESSION 
(To hear State of the State address by the Honorable George W. Bush, 
Governor of the State of Texas) 

The President announced the time had arrived to hear an address by 
Governor George W. Bush, pursuant to the provisions of HCR 1. 

The President of the Senate and the Senators present, escorted by the 
Secretary of the Senate and the Sergeant-at-Arms, proceeded to the Hall 
of the House of Representatives at 11 :00 a.m. 

The President was announced and, on invitation of the Speaker, 
occupied a seat on the Speaker's rostrum. 

The Senators were announced and were admitted and escorted to seats 
prepared for them along the aisle. 

The Honorable George W. Bush, Governor of the State of Texas, was 
announced by the Doorkeeper of the House. 

The Governor and his party were escorted to the Speaker's rostrum by 
Senators Armbrister, Chair; Bivins, Brown, Ratliff, and Shapiro on the part 
of the Senate, and Representatives Kuempel, Chair; Berlanga, Craddick, 
Dutton, and Junell on the part of the House. 

The Honorable Bob Bullock, President of the Senate, called the Senate 
to order and announced a quorum of the Senate present. 
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The Honorable James E. "Pete" Laney, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, called the House to order, announced a quorum of the 
House present, and stated the purpose of the Joint Session. 

Speaker Laney introduced the following platform guests: First Lady 
Laura Bush, Governor's Executive Assistant Joe Allbaugh, Legislative 
Director Terral Smith, and Director of Budget and Planning 
Albert Hawkins. 

Upon recognition by the Speaker, the President introduced His 
Excellency George W. Bush, Governor of the State of Texas, who addressed 
the Joint Session as follows: 

This moment feels far different than it did two years ago. As 
I entered this historic chamber for my first State of the State speech, 
I wasn't quite sure what to expect. In hindsight, I'll admit I was 
nervous. I was the brand new Governor, a rookie in 
a different ballpark. 

Today, I come knowing I am among friends, many close friends, 
who are led by Lieutenant Governor Bob Bullock and House Speaker 
Pete Laney. I know you share my respect for these two Texas leaders. 
It has been an honor to work with them. I have learned much from 
them. We share a love for this great state, a deep desire to do what is 
right for the people of Texas. 

Two years ago, you and I found common ground for decisions 
based on a shared philosophy that our government should be 
limited-it should do a few things and do them well. We know that 
local people make the best decisions for their local communities and 
schools, and we know that Texans can run Texas. We agree that all 
our laws should support strong families, and that laws approved in 
this great chamber should say to each and every Texan: you are 
responsible for what you do. 

When House Members took the oath of office two weeks ago and 
re-elected Speaker Laney, he made an interesting point. He said for 
the first time in a long time, we gather here without the threat of an 
imminent crisis. 

He is right. We face no immediate legal or fiscal crisis. The state 
of our great state is healthy and vibrant. Our economy is diverse and 
it is growing. Our businesses are creating new jobs for our citizens. 
Fewer Texans are on welfare, more are at work. Those who commit 
crimes face tough laws, and we have jail beds waiting for them. Our 
government today is more effective and more efficient. Our state 
employees are dedicated and hardworking. And our state leaders 
check any partisan differences at the doors of these chambers and 
work together for the good of all our citizens. 

This good news and these good times argue not for our inaction, 
but for our action. Now is the time, in relative calm, to think ahead, 
to see beyond the bend of the turn of the century, and act 
courageously to prepare Texas for tomorrow. 1 hope you will 
continue to think boldly, continue the progress we began last session 
when we enacted historic reforms. 

I have read with amusement recent reports that make the hard and 
historic work of last session sound easy. You and I know we worked 
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long hours, and had serious debates and honest disagreements. 
Change is never easy. Yet the wisdom of our monumental education 
reforms, the wisdom of our substantive tort reforms, the wisdom of 
our tough criminal justice reforms, and the wisdom of our historic 
welfare reforms has now been confirmed by the ease that is assigned 
today to those accomplishments. 

This session will require the same hard work, the same intensity. 
But whatever we do in the next four months, we must not undo the 
spirit of our reforms. We must not undermine our efforts at changing 
our culture from 11 if it feels good, do it" to one based on personal 
responsibility. \Ye_ can improve our laws, we can build upon them, 
but we must not send mixed signals. 

My fundamental priority is the education of our children. We 
must confirm the spirit and not weaken the intent of our new 
education code: that we trust local people to make the right decisions 
for local schools. We can and we should improve some parts of the 
code. I ask you to expand the menu of educational opportunity 
available to Texans by increasing the number of charter schools. 
Twenty charter schools are operating in Texas today, and the Texas 
Education Agency has a waiting list of 200 more. We must foster 
educational innovation and grant the State Board of Education 
unlimited authority to grant charters to qualified applicants who want 
to challenge the status quo. The quantity and variety of charter 
schools should not be limited by some artificially imposed state cap, 
but only by the energy and imagination and enthusiasm of parents and 
educators eager for change in their schools. 

Today our children are learning in safer classrooms with 
teachers-not troublemakers-in charge. Zero tolerance is working. 
And it will work even better when we clarify and strengthen the 
disciplinary code. 

Earlier I mentioned we do not face a fiscal or legal crisis, but we 
do face one crisis: too many of our children cannot read. One in five 
is failing our reading tests, and that number would be even worse if 
every child took the test. 

This is unacceptable. You cannot succeed if you cannot read. All 
Texas children must learn the one skill that can make all the 
difference in their lives: reading. That is why I set the clearest and 
most profound goal I have for Texas: that every child, each and every 
child, should learn to read at grade level by the third grade and 
continue reading at grade level or better throughout his or her public 
school career. 

Texans are responding to the reading initiative and you can help 
as well. I ask you to fund reading academies-schools within schools 
that provide rigorous instruction in basic, building-block reading 
skills. The money will help diagnose reading problems early. We 
cannot solve a problem unless we know it exists. The money will 
retrain teachers and retool curriculum based on sound scientific 
research that shows us what works. This money will send a clear 
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message to our schools: results matter, stay focused on our goal, and 
do whatever it takes to teach our children to read. 

And we are on the right path with welfare reform. We put time 
limits on benefits, required work and education, and insisted 
recipients take responsibility for their children and their lives. We 
sent a message that we'll give you a hand, but you owe somethjng in 
return for taxpayers' help. 

Texas can do more to make sure our welfare system changes 
behavior. We should require unmarried teen mothers to live with 
their parents or in a group home to qualify for taxpayer assistance. 
We should not give additional cash benefits for having more children 
while on welfare. We must enforce sanctions against able-bodied 
welfare recipients who refuse to work or even look for work. 

As we seek to change lives, we must do so in a compassionate 
way. I often say government does not have a monopoly on 
compassion. Texas is a loving place full of loving people. Many 
organizations in Texas, faith-based groups, want to do more to help 
their fellow Texans. They want to follow their hearts, but fear 
bureaucratic rules and regulations will stifle their souls and threaten 
the religious nature of their mission. Our laws and rules in Texas 
should encourage people to help. 

I envision a welfare system where recipients are not passive 
receivers of handouts, but proactive holders of a voucher redeemable 
for child care, or job training, or shelter at an agency, a synagogue, 
a church, or a charity of their choice. 

1 can think of no better place to care for a child than in a place full 
of love, no better place to change a life than in a place full of hope. 

I urge you to read this report called Faith in Action, written by 
fellow Texans, and I urge you to act on it. This is a blueprint that 
outlines how government can encourage people of faith to help 
people get off and stay off welfare. Our society faces many tough 
problems. It's time to seek, not shun, Divine help. 

All of us are concerned about our children. All of us want our 
children to live in loving homes. One way we can help is to change 
the adoption laws of Texas. Today, too many Texas children have to 
wait too long to be united with a loving family. I am proposing 
legislation that will terminate parental rights in cases of extreme 
neglect, abuse, or abandonment; that will say to a male, "Be a father 
or let someone else be a father," a package of legislation that when 
enacted will cut in half the time a child must wait to be adopted. 
Adoption is the loving option. 

And no matter where you stand on this next issue, I think most 
Texans agree there are too few adoptions and too many abortions in 
our society. I hope you will help me discourage abortions in Texas by 
encouraging adoption, by sending a strong abstinence message to our 
children, and by approving a parental consent law-requiring that 
parents be involved in this major decision of a minor child. 

177 
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We are making progress in cutting crime. We must continue our 
focus on juveniles. The message must be clear: stay in school, do not 
do drugs, and stay away from gangs and guns. We must continue to 
look for ways to help law enforcement. send that message. I ask you 
to give police a new tool to combat gangs and guns-a law that says 
to juveniles who have been convicted of a violent crime, 11 0ur police 
have the right to stop and frisk you to make sure you are not carrying 
a gun." The message must be loud and clear: we do not want children 
carrying guns. 

I also ask you to help keep violent criminals behind bars longer. 
Last session, we repealed mandatory release for violent criminals 
convicted after September 1, 1996. This session, we should broaden 
the law to apply to violent criminals and sex offenders, no matter 
when they were sentenced. I do not believe violent criminals have 
a constitutional right to get out of jail early. 

We are also making progress on creating a healthy business 
environment, so every Texan who wants a job can find one. I look 
forward to working with Lieutenant Governor Bullock, 
Senator Brown, and members of the Senate and House on a long-term 
water plan. We must also work for a plan that is fair and reasonable 
to utilities but will allow competition to bring lower electric rates to 
Texans. We must continue working for a fair and balanced civil 
justice system. The tort reforms passed last session have improved 
our business climate, but there is more to do. I urge you to finish 
the job. 

The reporters in the room who like to keep count will notice 
I have talked about my four fundamental priorities for Texas: 
education, welfare, juvenile justice, and jobs. You may remember in 
my last State of the State speech, I mentioned the press was bored 
with the same old four and wanted a number five. I joked then that 
number five was to pass the first four. Well, you did that-so that line 
won't work again this year. But this year, I do have a number five: cut 
property taxes. 

Property taxes are too high. They are among the highest in the 
nation. During the last ten years, school property taxes in Texas have 
doubled, even though overall property values declined. Property 
values are increasing now. High rates and higher appraisals mean 
property taxes are headed through the roof. 

One of the roles of Governor is to look ahead, to anticipate 
problems, and seek solutions before they reach the point of crisis. 
I have done so. One year ago, I asked one of your former colleagues, 
Insurance Commissioner Elton Bomer, to take the temperature of 
Texas. The citizens' committee he chaired had hearings in 14 cities 
throughout our state. Many testified and the message the committee 
heard was clear and universal: property taxes are threatening the 
Texas dream. 

Too many retired senior citizens pay more in property taxes than 
they did on their initial mortgages. Too many young Texans can't buy 
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their first homes because property taxes price them out of the market. 
And too many working families are not able to save for their own 
retirements or their children's college education because of rising 
property taxes. 

I hear the concern everywhere I go. I think of my friend, a Dallas 
police officer, who said, 0 1 hope you are serious about cutting 
property taxes," because he really worries about being able to afford 
his home. His school property taxes increased by almost 25 percent 
in just two years. 

One of your colleagues, Senator Shapleigh, told me working 
Texans in El Paso are moving across the border to New Mexico 
because property taxes are lower there. 

I heard from the Arlington Chamber of Commerce that 
Arlington lost a major semiconductor plant because of school 
property taxes. School property taxes in Texas were going to cost the 
company $40 million more over ten years than property taxes in 
Maine, so Texas lost out. Maine got the plant and the jobs. 

A tire company in Tyler pays almost as much in property taxes in 
Texas alone as it does at similar plants in four other states combined. 
That means tires produced in Texas cost more than tires produced in 
other states, and that is bad for consumers and bad for jobs. 

Renters pay property taxes too. A man in Lubbock who rents 
apartments to students at Texas Tech said when his property taxes 
increase, he passes them along in higher rents for his tenants. 

Discontent over property taxes runs deep and wide in 
Texas-even in the last place you'd expect it: Utopia. A couple there 
wrote, 11 We do need relief of school property tax. 0 Their income is so 
low, they are not sure where they are going to find the money to pay 
the $426 they owe in school property taxes on their home. 

But the problem is not just high property tax bills-the problem is 
that local property taxes are the major source of funding for our 
schools, and they should not be. By relying too much on local 
property taxes, Texas is shirking its responsibility to our children. 
We are relying on a patchwork system that is inherently unequal and 
unfair to fund our very future. 

Within the next week, Representatives Tom Craddick and Rob 
Junell will introduce the Property Tax Cut Act of 1997, sponsored in 
the Senate by Senators Bill Ratliff, Ken Armbrister, and Teel Bivins. 
The tax cut act will have its first hearing in a special House committee 
chaired by Representative Paul Sadler. I urge you to approve it. 

This plan cuts school property taxes by almost three 
billion dollars a year, it keeps them low, and it provides a way to 
meet the growing needs of our schools. The Property Tax Cut 
Act will cut school property taxes for the average Texas homeowner 
by 40 percent. And it will cut school property tax rates in every 
district for every taxpayer, homeowner and business alike. 

My plan begins with a billion dollar tax cut out of our state 
budget. When I first started talking about cutting property taxes, 
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I said any plan should be revenue neutral. I am now convinced we can 
do better. We have been good stewards of the people's dollars; we 
have insisted on a government that is lean and efficient. We have 
achieved substantial savings and our ~conomy is growing. Tomorrow 
I will submit a balanced budget that will show we can cut taxes and 
meet basic needs. I urge you to resist the temptation to spend all our 
savings and instead give a healthy portion back to our taxpayers in the 
form of a property tax cut. 

Homeowners will save in two ways. I propose a constitutional 
amendment to increase the homestead exemption for school property 
taxes by $20,000 from the current $5,000 to $25,000. 

I also propose a 20 cent cut in the school property tax rate 
in every school district in Texas. The combination of the 
increased homestead exemption and the lower tax rate will add up to 
a 40 percent school property tax cut for the owner of the average 
home in Texas, a home valued at $61,500. 

My plan means 411,000 low-income Texans-owners of homes 
valued at less than $25,000-will see their school property taxes cut 
to an average of less than $35 a year. Owners of a $100,000 home will 
have their property taxes cut an average of 30 percent. 

This is significant, but I propose we take even bolder steps by 
changing the way we tax business in Texas. Our current system is not 
fair. Some businesses are taxed very little and some don't pay a dime 
to support our schools. Other businesses are taxed so heavily that it 
threatens to drive them from our state. 

I propose we eliminate the corporate franchise tax and the 
school property tax on business inventory and replace them with 
a fair, broad-based Texas Business Tax-a l1!. percent tax on sales 
over $500,000, less cost of goods and less capital invested. 

The Texas Business Tax is fair and reasonable. The rate is low 
and should apply to all forms of business. It is capital-friendly and 
will encourage job creation. It is easy to administer and easy to 
understand. It is a predictable and reliable source of revenue to help 
meet the growing needs of our Texas school children. 

The Texas Business Tax and the one billion dollar tax cut fund the 
majority of my plan. To fund the balance, I propose a half-cent 
increase in the sales and motor vehicle taxes. Taxpayers and school 
children will benefit from this plan-and everyone must do 
something to support it. 

I propose that all revenues from the business lax and increase in 
consumption taxes go into a new Texas School Trust Fund. By 
dedicating the money to the school trust, we say to Texas that 
education is our number one priority, that we want a fair and equitable 
school funding system. We can only achieve our goal by significantly 
reducing our reliance on local property taxes. 

I also believe we should end the confusion and earn the trust of 
many Texans by dedicating all the proceeds from the lottery to 
the school trust. 
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Finally, I know you share my concern and the concern of many 
Texans that any property tax cut would be only temporary. I believe 
we must guard against property tax creep. We must enact strong 
safeguards to make sure local districts cannot raise their tax rates, or 
their effective tax rates as a result of reappraisals, without 
compelling justification. 

This plan meets all the major criteria I outlined: it is fair, it is 
broad-based, it is credible, and it is not a personal income tax. 
I believe this Legislature does not want, I will not approve, and the 
people of Texas will not stand for a personal income tax in Texas. 

I intend to work hard for the passage of the Property Tax Cut Act. 
Today's tax system in Texas does not reflect today's economy in 
Texas, and it should. I am convinced my plan is fair and I know it is 
needed. Failure to act will hurt our elderly, failure to act will squeeze 
our middle class, failure to act will cause rents to go up, and failure to 
act will place Texas at a competitive disadvantage to attract and keep 
jobs. If we fail to act, we will be in the courthouse facing another 
costly battle over school funding, 

Quite a few people have asked me, "Why did you bring this up?" 
I know tax debates are tough. I know fair funding for schools is 
difficult. This won't be easy. But we were elected to take on the 
tough challenges. We were elected to do the right thing. We were 
elected to think long-term. Texas is a place where people think big 
and act boldly. I know we will rise to the occasion. 

A couple of weeks ago, some students from the Henderson 
Middle School Lamplighters in El Paso came to my office and sang 
several original songs. One was the story of a young boy named Paco. 
His family had very little money, but Paco was a boy who had a dream 
and a teacher who believed in him. In the song's chorus, the children 
sang, 11 I'm going to make it." The teacher challenged them, "Who's 
going to make it? 11 And they answered, "I'm going to make it. 11 

I can think of no more important challenge than for us to commit 
to the Pacos and Allisons, the Roberts and Luanas, the Michaels and 
Micaelas, to every child in Texas: we will teach you to read, we will 
come up with a better way to pay for your schools, we expect you to 
stay off drugs and away from crime and gangs, we expect you to 
dream big dreams, and we want you to achieve them. This Governor 
and this Legislature are going to make Texas a place where every 
child has the opportunity to shout, "I'm going to make it." 

God bless you all and God bless Texas. 

CONCLUSION OF JOINT SESSION 

181 

Speaker Laney announced that the purpose for which the Joint Session 
was called having been completed, the House would stand At Ease pending 
the departure of its guests. 

MEMORIAL RESOLUTIONS 

SR 69 - by Luna: In memory of Carmen Munoz Pompa of 
San Antonio. 
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SR 70 - by Luna: In memory of Dr. Juan M. Balditt, Sr., of 
San Antonio. 

SR 71 - by Luna: In memory of Celestina 0. Garza of San Antonio. 

SR 72 - by Luna: In memory of Joe Olivares, Sr., of San Antonio. 

CONGRATULATORY RESOLUTIONS 

SR 67 - by Whitmire: Congratulating Brian Angelo Dupre of Houston. 

SR 73 - by Cain: Congratulating Kevin Lamar White of Terrell. 

SR 74 - by Moncrief: Congratulating Felicia Fisk-Blackwell of North 
Richland Hills. 

SR 75 - by Shapleigh: Congratulating Milton A. Duran of El Paso. 

SR 76 - by Moncreif: Congratulating Dr. Raymond W. Barber, Pastor 
of Worth Baptist Church. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Pursuant to a previously adopted motion, the President at 11 :30 a.m. 
announced that the Senate would stand adjourned 
until 12:00 noon tomorrow. 

APPENDIX 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

The following committee report was received by the Senate: 

January 28. 1997 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE - SB 250 

January 28. 1997 

SCR 5 

January 28 1997 

SENT TO SECRETARY OF STATE 

SENT TO GOVERNOR 

SB 97, SCR 4, SCR 7 

January 28. 1997 

SB 97 

SIGNED BY GOVERNOR 


